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THEY SAY 


One failure in 35 years 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to call your attention 
to the statement appearing in a recent 
issue of The Oil & Gas Journal under 
the caption “Offshore platform being 
set to fight big Louisiana fire,” (ogj, 
Feb. 23, p. 65) that “storm chokes” 
installed in the wells had failed to 
shut in when the blowout occurred 
on the platform in the Main Pass, 


Block 4 1 field. 

In order to be sure that this state- 
ment is not misconstrued, I would 
like to point out that “Storm Choke” 
is the registered trademark of Otis 
Engineering Corp., Dallas, used on 
certain Otis down hole tubing safety 
valves and, to the best of our knowl- 
edge, no Otis safety valves were in- 
stalled either in or on the wells in 
question. 

The Otis Co. has always taken 


pride in being able to state to its 
customers and to the industry that 
during the past 35 years only one Otis 
Storm Choke has failed to shut in a 
well when properly set by Otis crews, 
and I feel the use of Otis* registered 
trademark “Storm Choke” in your 
article could be misleading and sub- 
ject to misinterpretation by your 
readers. 

R. B. McAmis, manager 

marketing services 
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COVER PHOTO: A Signal Drilling Co. rig is working (or Buttes Gas & Oil Co. at 1-24 Navajo on the 
Navajo Reservation, Apache County, northeastern Arizona. Location is on the northwest plunge and 
on the axis of the Lukachukai anticline. Photo taken by Tulsa geologist, R. G. Berry, in the West 
Mesa area. 
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